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Course abstract  

The Arctic has been the arena for demographic shifts of unseen scales in the 20th century, which 

were caused by the ongoing industrialisation of the North in all Arctic countries. At various stages 

of this development, settlements that host industrial workers in this process followed different 

development trajectories, ideologies and logics, from temporary barracks, ‘tent-cities’, ‘barrel-

cities’ to large permanent urban Arctic communities, compact fly-in / fly-out container settlements 

to concentrated single-standing skycrapers. In this PhD course, we will explore the relevance of 

industrial development plans and settlement policies in the Arctic for the Arctic natural and social 

environment, as well as for social  and economic sustainability of cities and other remote 

Communities in the Arctic . Researchers will introduce studies from history, law, geography, 

anthropology, business, political sciences, development studies and international relations, to 

provide an in-depth analysis of the complex role that Arctic extractive industrial development has 

played, continues to play and will play for the future of human settlement in the Arctic. 

PhD students within the Uarctic PhD programme “Arctic Extractive Industries” are limited up to 

10, and required to attend the lectures as well as the “In the Spirit of Rovaniemi Process” 

conference in order to get full credits. The course is one of three courses required to complete the 

Uarctic supplement certificate to your PhD on specialisation in Arctic Extractive Industries. Each 

PhD student also submits one paper to be evaluated towards the course requirements. The course is 

also open for listening and joining the discussion by any graduate students or interested audience. 

Location: Arctic Centre, University of Lapland, Arktikum building, Rovaniemi, Finland 

Draft schedule below, as of 12th November 2013 (subject to change) 

Day 1 – Monday 2nd December 

Time  

08.45 – 09.00 Arrival and coffee 

09.00 – 09.30 Welcome 

An introduction to course and other participants 

09.30-11.00 Lecture 1  Natalia Loukacheva-Arctic non-renewable resource development 

and community considerationsThe lecture shall mainly focus on questions of 

oil and gas, including offshore development. It shall cover some political, 

legal, and technological issues with regards to these resources and implications 

to communities 

11.00 – 11.15 Break 



11.15 – 12.45 Lecture 2  Chris Southcott-Resources, Arctic Communities and Sustainability: 

Towards a New RelationshipResource exploitation remains the primary source 

of potential economic and   social sustainability of northern communities. Yet 

while Arctic northern resources have the potential to produce great wealth in 

the future, past experience has showed that these communities have benefited 

little from resource exploitation. Indeed, Arctic communities have experienced 

enormous social and economic challenges over the past century and these 

challenges can  be closely linked to impacts of past resource exploitation. 

There is some indication that the worst aspects of resource dependence can be 

countered through the introduction of new policies and models of development 

that increase local control and ensure a higher share of resource rents are 

passed on to communities. New land claim agreements, impact-benefit 

agreements, and co-management boards offer the potential for the development 

of natural resources in the Arctic in a manner that increases the benefits of 

these developments for local communities and helps ensure that development 

is done in an environmentally sound manner. The Resources and Sustainable 

Development in the Arctic (ReSDA) project brings together researchers and 

community representatives to conduct and mobilize research aimed at the 

sustainable development of Arctic natural resources in a manner that will 

improve the health and well-being of northern communities while preserving 

the region’s unique environment. This presentation will discuss the recent 

findings of this international multi-disciplinary project. 

12.45 – 13.30 Lunch 

13.30 – 15.00 Lecture 3 Mark Nuttall-Extractive industries and the Greenland resource 

frontierNuttall’s current extractive industries focus is Greenland, specifically 

in the Nuuk area. He will talk about how industry and industry consultants 

erase human presence in social and environmental impacts assessments, 

with   reference to the iron ore mine project. 

15.00 – 15.15 Break 

15.15 – 16.45 Lecture 4 Florian Stammler-Community viability within or beyond extractive 

industries? Comparing two single-company towns in the Russian ArcticThis 

lecture takes ethnographic material from the Russian Arctic’s first mining town 

and its first gas industry town as starting point for a comparative diachronic 

analysis of the viability of Arctic industrial company-towns. The material 

presented leads to conclusions about the importance of leadership structures 

and hegemonic relationships between the leaders and the led. This in turn leads 

us to a provocative statement that we can elaborate on further in the course: as 

important as grassroots democracy may be, viability of a community increases 

where hegemonic relationships remain unchallenged. 

16.45 – 17.00 Break 

17.00 – 17.50 Paper presentations (1)-17.00 – Tara Carter17:25 – Elena Nuykina 

  

Day 2 –   Tuesday 3rd December 

Time  

All-day Rovaniemi Process conference 
  

Day 3 – Wednesday 4th December 

Time  

All-day Rovaniemi Process conference 

  



Day 4 –   Thursday 5th December 

Time  

08.45 – 09.00 Arrival and coffee 

09.00 – 10.30 Lecture 5 Leena Suopajarvi-Mining and community viability in Finnish 

Lapland 

10.30 – 11.00 Break 

11.00 – 12.30 Lecture 6 Emma Wilson-Building dialogue between communities and 

extractive companies – mediation, negotiation and planning for a better future 

12.30 – 13.15 Lunch 

13.15–14.45 Lecture 7 Gordon Cooke-Remote communities and employment: tourism’s 

current and potential role 

14.45 – 15.00 Break 

15.00 – 16.30 Lecture 8 Arthur Mason -Expectation and Expertise of Extractive Industries in 

the NorthThe coming of age of an anthropology of expertise is evident in 

the application of science and technology studies (STS) derived analytics 

to  spheres of human activity including professional networks, 

technocracy, public culture, intellectuals, and social movements. What 

distinguishes its research problems and methods is its centring of experts, their 

practices, institutions, and knowledges, and for Arctic anthropologists, 

collaborations (government, communities, scientists, lay experts) that redefine 

the interests of multiple actors by joining stakeholders along new axes of 

common and conflicting purpose. In this lecture, I employ a “Culture of 

Expertise” framework asserting that experts involved in shaping Arctic 

extractive industries have “culture” rather than an unmediated relationship to 

Arctic developments, and thus, that it is important to study the precise 

characteristics of how they enact the Arctic as a spatio-temporal form. I will 

stress two cultural elements that correspond to the interplay of internal and 

external practices for assembling-mobilizing-performing knowledge of 

industry extraction: (1) Performativity Program – because this focuses on how 

expert models of reality frame reality; and(2) Corporeality – because this 

focuses on the 

situational and relational dynamics of expert communication and 

the  constitution of knowledge. The approach is complimentary to emerging 

Arctic oil and gas scholarship that emphasizes flexible and fluid formations, 

such as “structured interests” (Kivinen et al. 2013), whose underlying driver is 

conceived to be knowledge, or rather, the replacement of knowledge and 

expertise for capital and labor as the main sources of wealth creation and 

environmental concern. 

16.30 – 16.45 Break 

16.45 – 17.35 Paper presentations (2)-16.45 – Maja Kadenic17:10 – Heather Clarke 

 

Day 5 – Friday 6th December 

Time  

09.15 – 09.30 Arrival and coffee 

09.30 – 10.45 Paper presentations (3)-09.30 – Frode Bjørgo09.55 – William Davies10.20 – 

Mercy Oyet 

10.45 – 11.00 Break 

11.00 – 11.50 Paper presentations (4)-11.00 – Julia Olsen11.25 – Piotr Graczyk 

11.50 – 12.00 Closing 

 


